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Candidate Filing 
 

Note:     The following information pertains primarily to elective offices for the County of 
Kaua‘i.  For more information concerning State and Federal elective office, please 
visit the Office of Elections web site at http://www.hawaii.gov/elections. 

 
OVERVIEW 
Candidate filing is the process which enables qualified individuals interested in seeking 
elective office to have their name placed on the ballot for the upcoming election. 
 
Candidates for Kaua‘i County elective office (i.e. Mayor, Council, and Prosecuting Attorney) 
run in nonpartisan elections and are not required to declare their political party affiliation.  For 
additional information on Kaua‘i County's nonpartisan elections, click here: Kaua‘i County 
Elections 
 
Candidates for Federal or State elective office run in partisan elections and may run as either 
nonpartisan candidates (candidates no political party affiliation) or as candidates affiliated with 
one of the following political parties qualified to field candidates for the 2004 Elections : 
 

Democrat Hawaii Green Libertarian 

Natural Law Republican 

 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE 
Candidate qualifications vary according to the office, however, four qualifications apply to all 
offices.  Each candidate must: 
 

1. Be a citizen of the United States of America; 

2. Be at least eighteen (18) years of age; 

3. Be a resident and registered voter of the State of Hawai‘i; and 

4. Have received final discharge for any felony conviction (if applicable). 
 
The Charter of the County of Kaua‘i also require the following qualifications for candidates 
seeking election to Kaua‘i County offices: 
 

Office Qualifications 
 

Mayor Not less than 30 years of age; and 
Qualified resident elector of Kaua‘i County for at least 3 years 
immediately prior to election. 

 
Council Qualified voter of Kaua‘i County for at least 2 years immediately 

preceding election. 
 

Prosecuting  Attorney licensed to practice and in good standing before the 
Attorney Supreme Court of the State of Hawai‘i; 

Engaged in the practice of law in Hawai‘i for at least 3 years; and  
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Qualified voter of Kaua‘i County for at least 1 year immediately 
preceding election. 

 
NOMINATION PAPERS 

Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS) section (§) 12-3 requires that all candidates for elective office 
file nomination papers in order to appear on the ballot.  Nomination papers for Federal, State, 
and County offices are available beginning on Monday, February 2, 2004 from: 
 

Location Days and Hours 
 

Elections Division Monday thru Friday 
Office of the County Clerk 7:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
4396 Rice Street, Suite 106 
Lihu‘e, Hawai‘i 96766-1371 
Phone:  (808) 241-6350 

 
NOMINATION PAPER SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS 
Prior to being filed nomination papers must be signed by a specified number of properly 
registered voters who are eligible to vote for the prospective candidate in the upcoming 
election.  It is the prospective candidate's responsibility to ensure that his/her nomination 
papers contain a sufficient number of valid signatures.  Nomination papers which lack a 
sufficient number of valid signatures will not be accepted for filing. 
 
Signature requirements for Kaua‘i County contest are: 
 

Office Signature Requirement 
 

Mayor At least twenty-five (25) valid signatures of qualified voters of the 
County of Kaua‘i 

 
Council At least fifteen (15) valid signatures of qualified voters of the County of 

Kaua‘i 
 

Prosecuting  At least fifteen (15) valid signatures of qualified voters of the County of 
Attorney  Kaua‘i 

 
To be counted as valid signature, each signer: 
 

• Must live and be properly registered to vote in the district from which the 
prospective candidate seeks election; 

 
• Must provide information on the nomination papers which matches the 

information on the signer’s voter registration record in the Statewide Voter 
Registration System; 

 
• May sign nomination papers for only one candidate for a particular elective office, 

if there is only one seat available .  If more than one seat is available for election, 
a signer may sign as many nomination papers as there are available seats; and 
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• Must include his/her social security number, date of birth, and residence address 
(mailing addresses are NOT acceptable) to aid in the signature verification 
process. 

 
FILING NOMINATION PAPERS 
Nomination papers must be filed no later than 4:30 p.m. on the sixtieth calendar day prior to 
the election, provided that if such day is a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday then not later than 
4:30 p.m. on the first working day immediately preceding (HRS §12-6). 
 
For the 2004 Elections, the nomination paper filing deadline for Federal, State, County, and 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) contests is: 
 

Tuesday, July 20, 2004 at 4:30 p.m. 
 
If a sufficient number of valid signatures are verified, the nomination papers will be accepted 
and the individual will be allowed to pay the filing fee and officially become a candidate in the 
upcoming election. 
 
If the nomination papers lack a sufficient number of valid signatures, the nomination papers will 
not be accepted and the individual will be instructed to obtain additional signatures, before 
attempting to file again. 
 
FILING FEES 
Filing fees vary according to the office sought and must be paid by cash, money order, certified 
check or cashier’s check.  Personal or campaign checks will NOT be accepted. 
 
Filing fees for Kaua‘i County elective offices are: 
 

Office Filing Fee 
 

Mayor $500.00 or $50.00, if an Affidavit of Compliance with Voluntary 
Campaign Expenditure Limits is filed with the Campaign Spending 
Commission (“CSC”) 

 
Council $250.00 or $25.00, if an Affidavit of Compliance with Voluntary 

Campaign Expenditure Limits is filed with the CSC 
 

Prosecuting  $250.00 or $25.00, if an Affidavit of Compliance with Voluntary 
Attorney Campaign Expenditure Limits is filed with the CSC 

 
Candidates who file an Affidavit of Compliance with Voluntary Campaign Expenditure Limits 
are agreeing to abide by an expenditure limit established by the CSC for each office and will 
be eligible for partial public funding to help defray specific legitimate campaign expenditures.  
For more information, visit the Campaign Spending Commissions website at 
http://www.hawaii.gov/campaign. 
 
 
The information provided in this section is intended primarily as a reference source on the 
candidate filing process.  Information was extracted from Hawai‘i Revised Statues, the Kaua‘i 
County Charter, and various Factsheets developed by the State Office of Elections, and should 
not be used as the authority on the candidate filing process in Hawai‘i.  For additional 
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information, visit the Office of Elections web site at http://www.hawaii.gov/elections or phone 
the Office of the County Clerk, Elections Division at (808) 241-6350. 
 

http://www.hawaii.gov/elections

